*758* Reverend Sir, T T A V I N G , by the afliftance of the J[ Jl Palmyrene numeral characters, lately made a difcovery, which may perhaps here after be of confrderable fervice to chronology; I could not longer defer, though now deeply engaged in other matters, communicating it to the Royal Society. Nor will the memoir containing this, I flatter rnyfelf, be deemed altogether unworthy the attention of that learned and illuflrious body. For, unlefs I am greatly deceived, it will bid fair to afcertain, with a fufficient degree of precifion, the Phoe nician dates of feveral antient Sidonian coins, one of which was ftruck above a century before the birth of C h r i s t , hitherto utterly unknown ; and evince the notation, of the Phoenicians, at lead: thofe of Sidon, when they firfl: appeared, to have been ex tremely flmilar to, if not nearly the fame with, that: of the Palmyrenes.
I.
A fmall brafs coin of Sidon (1), now in my poffeflion, exhibits on the reverfe three Phoenician let- 
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ters, ters* that form the word SIDON, over the prow of, a {hip, the ufual fymbol of the city wherein it was ftruck. This coin, which is in good confervation, I formerly (a) publifhed and explained. The cha racters however in the exergue, which I could then make nothing of, were not with fufficient accuracy defc'ribed. This has induced me to tranfmit you another draught of the fame medal, wherein proper care has been taken to remedy that defeCt. The two fir ft of thofe characters, though fomewhat imperfeCt, appear manifeftly enough to be and ; as the former occurs on the Palmyrene (3) marbles, and the latter on feveral very valuable (4) Phoenician coins. The others fo nearly refemble the numeral characters of the Palmyrenes, that they may un doubtedly be confidered as pointing out to us a date. Which if we admit, the Sc bin and will feem to be the initial letters of the words ptf JW , T H E of of the proper sera of that city, be looked upon as repugnant either to the Jewifh or Phoenician genius * a fimilar expreflion having been ufed, both in their writings (6) and on their coins (7), about the time that the Phoenician medal before me was ftruck, by the Jews. That the firft of the numeral characters here ftands for T W E N T Y , we may infer from the correfpondent one of the Palmyrenes, to the form o f which it is by no means unlike. This will likewife be confirmed by the dates preferved on other Phoenician coins, which will be immediately pro duced. The next, denoting a leffer number, and not reprefenting FIVE, which we find always expreffed by minute right lines on the Sidonian medals, mufl indubitably occupy the place of T E N . The lix following ftrokes, after what has been juft obferved, will be acknowleged to add SIX to the fore-* going numbers; fo that the infcription in the exergue will no longer remain a myftery, the whole only im porting, IN T H E YEAR OF SIDON XXXVI.
YEAR OF SIDON, or IN T H E YEAR OF S ID O N ; as the elements Pe and Sc bin apparently denote W HDsD, T H E PASCHA OF T H E YEAR, or IN T H E BEGINN ING OF T H E YEAR
II. I have three other coins of Sidon (8), of aim oft intirely the fame type 5 only one of them exhibits a date in Greek numerals, and two bear Phoenician dates. The Greek numerals are EOT, CCCLXXV; and the Phoe nician correfpond with the numbers CXX, CXXVII, to both of which are prefixed the above-mentioned thefe tliefe medals all exhibit the head of Jupiter, and on the reverfe the prow of a fhip, the common fymbol of Sidon. Moft of them had various Phoenician letters at firfl impreft on the upper part of the reverfe, and one of them (which is pretty remarkable) nearly the fame cnarafiers there that appear in the exergue. The firfl; of the coins mentioned here was flruck in the year of Sidon 5. This has been perfectly well preserved, and is more curious than any of the re ft; which were emitted from the mint at Sidon in various years of the proper sra of that city, the 107th, 108th, n o th , 1 n t h , 112th, 114th, iiy th , 116th, 117th, and 119th. W e meet on none of thefe medals with the figure denoting T W E N T Y , ufed by the Sidonians, during the period I am now upon. It not a little lefembles that which prevailed at Tadmor (14) in the reign of the emperor Claudius, about fortynine years after the birth of C h r i s t . The moft antient of the Phoenician coins I am now confidering preceded the commencement of the Chriftian sera 104, years, and is confequently 173 years older than the earlieft Palmyrene infcription that has hitherto come to our hands (15).
IV.
Some years fince I publilhed a fmall brafs medal ©f Sidon (16) (20) and Archbifhop Wake's noble cabinet one, of the fame type, with different Phoenician dates in the exergue. To thefe may be added five, with the publication of which the learned world has been obliged by Sig. Arigoni (21). The anterior faces of thefe coins are adorned with a veiled head, reprefenting the genius of the city wherein they were ftruck; and the reveries with a human figure leaning upon a pillar, and holding a branch of palm in its right hand. Several Phoenician; letters alfo there appear, which may perhaps at firft fight feem to render it fomewhat doubtful, whether the medals belong to Sidon or not. But every fufpicion arifing from hence muff immediately vanifh, when we caff our eyes upon the two initial elements, and the numeral characters, in the exergue; which clearly enough indicate the pieces to have been ftruck [ 796 ] Num. P l a n k . T a b J , II. Tarvifu, 17 at at Sidon, in the 83d, 87th, 95th, 105th, 106th, 108th, 114th, and 116th years of the aera peculiar to that city. A Phoenician coin of Sidon likewife occurs in one (22) of Sig. Arigoni's plates, and another (23) in my col lection, with the turrited head and branch of palm vifible on three of the (24) medals above defcribed, which indifputably appertain to that city, together with the very Phoenician letters and fymbol impreft: on the Sidonian coins now before me. This, exclufive of other coniiderations, that might be offered, muft fet the point I am here infilling upon beyond difpute.
VI. I have another brafs Phoenician medal of Sidon (25), not a little refembling thofe above-mentioned, both in workmanfhip and fize, prefenting to our view on one fide the head of Jupiter, and on the other a human figure with a lance in its right hand. This coin, which has never yet been publifhed, is adorn ed with a Phoenician legend on the reverfe, different from thofe of all the others that have hitherto appear ed. I therefore judged that a draught of it would not be unacceptable, though the date impreft origi nally in the exergue (anfwering to the 26th year of Sidon) has a little fuffered from the injuries of time.
VII. The next Phoenician njedal of Sidon, which I fhall take the liberty here to defcribe, is a fmall brafs [ 797 ] «ne one (26), now in my hands, with a veiled head on the anterior face, and the prow of a fhip on the reverfe. M. Bouteroue (27), who has publifhed it, rightly afferts it to be a Phoenician coin. The year of Sidon, preferved in the exergue of mine, is 7 4 ; and that in the exergue of M. Bouteroue's, 73, though the firfl numeral character of the latter is fomewhat deformed.
V III The laft Phoenician medals I fhall at prefent pro duce, in order to fettle the point in view, are (28) two in my poffeffion, intirely agreeing both in type and form, as remarkable as any of the others here touched upon. A ilmilar coin has been published by Sig. Arigoni (29)^ and another (30) by M. Bouteioue; both of which, on feveral accounts, merit the attention of the learned. They exhibit on one Me the head of Jupiter laureated, with a beard; and on the reveife a double cornucopia, together with three or four Phoenician elements, one or two of which are in a great meafure defaced. A brafs medal ot Sidon occurs in Archbilhop Wake's (31) col lection, as well as one in (32) mine, with the head of Jupiter done exadly after the fame manner as that on the pieces before me, and Europa carried by a bull [ 798 ] on on the reverfe ; which, exclufive of the infcriptions in the exergue, demonftrate the latter to belong'to Sidon. The firft of mine was ftruck in the 143d year of the proper aera of that city, and the fecond five yeais after. Tlhey corredl the barbarous date affigned by Sig. Arigoni to his coin. M. Bouteroue has not favoured the learned world with an explica tion of the medal, of which he has given us a draught. Nor has M. l'Abbe Barthelerny, who likewife men tions this very coin, informed us to what place it ap pertains 5 but contented himfelf with barely (33) ob serving, that the letters preferved on the reverfe are Phoenician. I flatter myfelf therefore that I fhall not be charged with plagiarifm by this celebrated antiquary, in cafe what is here fubmitted to the confideration of the Royal Society fhould be fo happy as to meet with the approbation of that learned and illuftrious body; not even by acquainting the public, with a fort of politeje fo peculiar to his coun trymen, that it is now become one of the mofl: diftinguifhing chara&eriftics of their nation (34), " that " a certain Oxford do&or has done him the honour " to adopt the explication he had given." IX. For
[ 799 ] IX. For the farther illuftration of what has been here advanced, it will be requifite to obferve, that two jera's were antiently followed at Sidon; the aera of Seleucus, and another peculiar to the inhabitants of that <c ciennes." V 0 L. 50. y K t0
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to have been ufed. However, the fupputation point* ed out to us by the date on the Greek medal abovementioned was undoubtedly made according to the sera of Seleucus; fince otherwife the year exhibited by that date mull have been nearly coincident with the 266th of C h r i s t , which by thofe verfed in this kind of literature will never be allowed. For had the piece prefented to our view fo recent a date, as Sidon firft became a Roman colony in the reign of Elagabalus (37), above forty years before; the reverfe ought to have been adorned with fome other let ters intimating this, as were thofe of the Sidonian (38) coins pofterior to that event. As certain is it that all the Phoenician medals of Sidon, whofe numeral cha racters have been interpreted here, acknowledge no other epoch than the proper one of that city, which commenced in the year (35)) of Rome 643. This, I flatter myfelf, from the following confiderations, exclulive of others that might, with equal facility, be offered, will even to demonftration appear. 1. The fifth year mentioned by the oldeft of thefe coins cannot be the fifth year of the aera of Seleucus, becaufe the Sidonians were then fubjed to Antigonus (40), in whofe territories the fupputation according to that epoch did not take place; and confequently the piece itfelf muft have been ftruck in the fifth ' [ 802 ] (42), who have fo eminently diftinguilhed themfelves in this branch of literature, before the year of Seleucus 112 ; and therefore neither the Phoenician dates preferved on the aforefaid Sidonian coins whofe numeral cha racters do not amount to 112, nor the Greek dates on others falling fhort of that number, can rationally be fuppofed to bear any relation to the aera of that prince. This certainly muft be confidered as a ftrong preemption, or rather an inconteftable proof, that the 1 aft-mentioned Phoenician dates were deduced from the commencement of the proper Sidonian epoch, as from their genuine cardinal point. Which reafoning will by analogy extend, as the numeral characters exhibited by all the coins here explained are of the fame kind, to every one of the reft.
3. None of the medals of the Syrian kings, with Phoenician letters upon them (43), hitherto publish ed, bear any Phoenician dates. This, after what has been faid, renders it extremely probable, that the pieces of Sidon I am confidering were pofterior to thofe coins 5 and even that their Phoenician dates re ferred to an aera different from that of Seleucus, fol lowed by the Greek dates on the medals of the Syrian kings. Which if we admit, this aera could have been 
K 2 no
[ So4 3 no other than the new one of the Sidonians, that com menced in the feventh century of Rome. 4, That the dates vifible on thefe coins were fupptrted according to the latter epoch of Sidon, will be manifeft from an examination of the Greek and Phoenician brafs medals of that city explained, in (44) the beginning of this paper; whofe type and workmanfhip are extremely fimilar, if not almoft intirely the fame. For this circumftance is to me an evident proof, that they could not have been ftruck at very diftant times. Now if we take the Greek coin to have followed the aera of Seleucus, as was undoubt edly the cafe, and the others that peculiar to Sidon ; the firft of the Phoenician dates (45) will not be prior to the Greek one above fifty-three years, nor the laft of them precede it above forty-three years. Whereas if we fuppofe the numeral infcriptions in the exergues of the Phoenician Sidonian coins to have been fupputed according to the Seleucian epoch, the difference be tween the aforefaid dates will be five times as much which with the fimilarity of workmanfhip and type, already obferved, will be altogether incompatible.
5. As the Jews (46), about the time that the firft of our medals was ftruck, denominated the aera of Seleucus, T H E iERA OF T H E KIN GDOM OF T H E GREEKS ; we cannot well doubt but it went amongff the Sidonians, who were neighbours to the Jews, under the fame denomination. From whence it will follow, that the epoch ftyled by them em phatically, T H E M K A OF SIDON, muft have been different from the sera of Seleucus; and confe- quently [ 8oS ] quently that which, after the 643 d year of Rome, was peculiar to them.
The powers of the Phoenician numeral chara&ers antiently ufed at Sidon, which I flatter myfeif are now difcovered, having been for many ages unknown; the Society will perhaps not be difpleafed to fee ac curate draughts of the principal Phoenician medals, from whence they are deduced. I have therefore taken the liberty to tranfmit them (47) fuch draughts, which may be intirely depended upon. I have alfo conftru&ed a table (48) of the numeral characters themfelves, from Unity to A Thousand; which will demonftrate, in the cleared: manner poffible, the great affinity between them and thofe of the Palmy renes.
1. From this table it plainly appears, that the people of Sidon had no particular chara^ler to denote Five, whilfl: the Phoenician numerals here explained were in vogue amongfl them; that they exprefled T W E N T Y by a character, during that period, not very different from the correfpondent one ufed at Tadmor; and that in all other refpe&s the Phoenician no tation then prevailing at Sidon was, in a manner, the fame with that of the (49) 
